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me, which daily became more evident. I often enquired of
Robert if he knew the reason of this alteration, when he
answered he only guessed the cause, but should ascertain
it to a certainty soon, and the moment he did so would
inform me. A week afterwards he called to tell me it was
that despicable scoundrel, Baker, who had been prejudicing
his father by a thousand misrepresentations and falsehoods,
recommending my acquaintance with him (Robert) should
be dropped as I was introducing him to improper company,
and should be the ruin of him. Enraged at such baseness
in Baker, who whenever I met him seemed happy to see me,
and paid me a number of compliments, I waited upon
Robert's father, to whom I represented how greatly I felt
the alteration in his manners towards me lately, desiring
to be informed of the occasion. This he evaded, assuring
me he was not conscious of any alteration in his conduct.
I expressed my surprize at hearing him gravely assert what
he must feel conscious was not the fact, adding that I had dis-
covered the calumniator in Captain Baker, whom I should call
to account for his infamous and malignant slander of me.
Mr. Pott endeavoured to dissuade me from resenting
what had passed, respecting which I begged to judge
for myself, and went immediately to Captain Baker's
lodgings attended by Robert's elder brother, who accom-
panied me at Robert's and my desire to witness what should
pass. We found him at home. I directly charged him with
his duplicity and baseness in unjustly traducing my charac-
ter. He looked very silly, stammered out Borne incoherent
words and, finally, positively denied ever having uttered
a syllable to my prejudice, nor had he any cause for so
doing. I then asked him whether he had not villified me to
Mr. Pott, Senior, advising him to insist upon his son Robert's
dropping my acquaintance, assigning reasons for such
advice highly prejudicial to my character. The despicable
wretch at once said, on his honour he had not, that he
merely gave his opinion in consequence of Robert's natural
volatility, that the less he was allowed to be abroad and in
company the better. I remarked that I must despise the